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Hinsel and Gretel.

ty "(} upon a time there was a poor couple, a broom-maker and his wife, who had two
;?\_M (j children; the boy was called Hinsel, and the girl Gretel. One day the parents had gone

|

tramping over the country to try and dispose of their goods. On leaving the children the mother
had given them the last bit of bread that was in the house, and had told them to be very indus-
trious while she was away.

It was not long before the lively children tired of their work, and began to get hungry,
till Hinsel was on the point of crying, when Gretel came to the rescue and cheered him up
again. So they sang and danced till they both forgot their hunger and work, and at last in
tremendous spirits they tumbled over one another on the floor.

Now it happened that just at this moment the mother came home again, tired and out of
sorts, for she had not taken a single farthing, and consequently had brought home nothing to eat.
When she found the children sitting on the floor and making ever such a noise, instead of being
quietly at their work, she got very angry and drove them out with blows into the wood hard by.
They were not to come back until they had filled their basket with strawberries. Then she sank
wearily down on a chair, and dropped asleep from hunger and fatigue.

The children soon got happy again over their strawberry picking, and did not notice
that they were losing their way and getting deeper and deeper into the wood, until at last they
halted by the Ilsenstein.

Full of fun and high spirits they imitated the cuckoo’s cry, and accused him of turning
his little ones out of their nest and eating the eggs of other birds. And as they imitated him in
this, making the strawberries take the place of the eggs, their basket unawares got empty.

Meanwhile it got gradually dark, and the children became frightened. They could not
find their way, and wandered helplessly around. The wood seemed full of ghosts, and the trees
rustled in an uncanny fashion. The birds were all silent, and only the cuckoo wa- still heard in
the far distance. But from the Ilsenstein there arose queer shapes in the mist, so that the poor
lone]y children were frightered out of their wits. They cowered under a great fir-tree to try to
find shelter from the terrors of the night, until the Sand:man, who comes at night to strew sand
over people’s eyes to send them to sleep, appeared and quieted them with kindly gestures. Then,
after they had said their usual evening prayer to the fourteen angels, they lay down and went

to sleep on the soft moss. And the fourteen angels hovered around and watched over the good

children so that no harm might come to them.



The next morning they were awakened from their dreams by the little Dew-man, whose
business it is to run over the hills and fields awakening everything that is still slumbering. And
what should they see before them but a little house all made of cakes and sugar-candy, and
glistening in the light of the sun, and smelling so delicious that the hungry children, who could
scarely believe their eyes, were quite wild with delight.

They cautiously approached the cottage, and as they did not see anybody about they
became bolder, and broke a piece off the wall, which tasted exceedingly nice. At this moment
a voice was heard from within the house, saying,

»Nibble, nibble, mousekin,
‘Who's nibbling at my housekin ?«
At first they were rather alarmed, but they soon regained their courage, and called to one

another that it was only
»The wind, the wind,

The heavenly wind,«
and went on nibbling. But the door of the cottage softly opened, and a very old and ugly woman
came out of it. Now there was something very wicked about this old creature. She was a witch,
who rode on a broomstick through the air at night, and in the daytime enticed little children into
ber sugar-house, where she pepped them in the oven and made them into gingerbread, which she
afterwards eat. She tried to be very friendly with Hinsel and Gretel, and coaxed them in with
honeyed words. .

However the children distrusted the horrible old woman, and tried to run away. Then the
witch raised her magic wand and spell-bound them both, so that they were rooted to the spot.
She next took Hinsel and shut him up in a stable, and fed him with almonds and raisins to make
him fat. She was so delighted, when she had done this, that she seized a broomstick and rode
wildly on it round her hcuse. After that she called Gretel, and told her to look into the oven
and see if the cakes were done. But Gretel was sharper than the witch, and saw through her
little dodge, so she preterded to be very stupid, and begged the old woman to show her how it
was to be done. The old woman unsuspectingly bent down over the oven to show Gretel what
to do, and peeped in. No sooner had she done this, than the children gave her a good push and
in she tumbled. They quickly shut the iron door, and left her to bake in her own oven, while
they danced away in good earnest. Suddenly a crack was heard, and the magic oven fell to
pieces with a loud cra~h. And behold! the gingerbreads, which were standing in a row round
the cottage, were transformed into living, pretty children, who ioyfully surrounded Hinsel and
Gretel, and thanked them for their happy release.

And what joy when the sorrowing parents appcared, and Hiasel and Gretel rushed
delightedly into their arms once more! Then all sadpess and want were barished for ever, for
in the sugar-cottage they had found all sorts of treasures which would make them happy and
rich for the rest of their days. And thev all thanked God, who had taken care of them in their
great need!

T Adelherd Wette.



Héansel and Gretel.

Prelude.

Ruhige, nicht zu langsanlle Bewegung. E.Humperdinek.
Andante con moto. (¢-69)

Copyright 1895 hy B. Schotts Sihue. 25788/25827
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First Act
Home.

Allegretto con moto. (0-= 63)

- e e B 8 ==
L2 =——— 1 e ! =

| u_”/-\ l Y v j'/___\—:é v v >/.’_____(\ tain rlset;) _’.: .‘:
5 ;é"‘h : H:;:E ix iy EEmEm t : F
o) — —1 N — 1 [ - —
I P S R e =
» —a C L ” »

First Scene.

{A small and poorly furnished room. In the background a door; a small window near it, looking on to the
forest. On the left a fireplace with chimney abeve it. On the walls are hanging brooms of various sizes.
Hansel is sitting by the door, making brooms, and Gretel opposite him by the fireplace, knitting a stocking.)
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Mother (comes in, unstraps her basket and sets it down.)
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(gives Hansel a box on the ear)
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the milk is streaming.)
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Scene III.
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Father.(He seizes hrrgy the arm and ddn( es round the room with her)
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Second Act.
In the forest.
Scene 1.
Molto tranquillo.(J = 66)
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(A thick mist rises and completely hides the background.)
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90 (Rushes hogror - struck under the tree and falls on her knees, hiding herself behind Hinsel.)
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Scene II.
Meoderato.
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Sand-manwas there!

Let us first say our evening - pray - er!
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the order mentioned in the evening hymn, around the sleeping children; the first couple at their heads;
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( The remaining angels now join hands and dance a stately dance around the group.)

Tempo moderato.
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Third Act.

The Witch's House.
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Scene 1. 108

(Scene the same as at the end of Act [1. The background is still hidden in mist,which gradually rises during the following.
The angels have vanished. Morning is breaking. The Dew-Fairy steps forward and shakes dewdrops from a blue-bell over
the sleeping children.)
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looks around her, and raises herself a little, whilst Héinsel turns over on the other

Gretel (rubs her eyes,

Un poco piu lento.
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(He has in the meaniime wot out of the rope,
and runs with Gretel to the foreground.)
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Hiinsel, who is gazing fixedly at ‘the illuminated head.
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Un poco piu animato.
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Allegro.
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(She pushes a couple more faggots under; the fire flames up and then dies down again.)

The Witch (rubbing her hands with glee.)
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(1n her wild delight she seizes a broomstick and begins to ride upon it.)
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(Hopping madly along she rides to the back of the stage,and vanishes for a time behind the cottage.)
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(She hobbles back to the stable and tickles

Hinsel with a birch-twig till he awakes.) The Witch.
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(Hinsel pokes out a small hone)
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’ Gretel (contusedly) The Witch. Ggetel (louder)
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Hinsel (softly opening the stable door)
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The Witch (leoking greedily at Gretel)
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| K e (Gretel hesitates.) Hinsel (slipping a%ﬂtahle.)
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together, tirst in the front of the stage, and then gradually in the direction of the Witeh’s house.)
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sweetmeats into Gretel’s outstretched apron.)
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(She caresses the nearest child, who opens its eyes and smiles.)
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(The Children jump up and hurry towards Hinsel and Gretel from all sides.)
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When past bearing is our grief, Godthe Lordwill send us sure re - lief! Yes,
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Maestoso. Piu allargando.
Gretel mnolfo cresc.
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When past bear-ing is our grief, God the Lord will
Hansel.
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When past bear-ing is our grief, God the Lord will
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When past bear-ing is  our grief, God the Lora will
ﬁ Tresce.
Father. 4
. e_g £ £
lief! God the Lord will
2 i . T -
> e —F —F
- Lr 1 | S f I 1 8 ¥
When past bear-ing is  our grief, God the Lord will
g P 1 =
y  — = 77 (3] <4 =
i {40 N d | 1 1 1 1
AN 4 1/ n I = I :
N When past bear-ing is our grief, od the Lord will
_Maestoso. Piu allargando.
i3 - :EE
g % iz : 4 F iy iE £ iz
A 7 7] - 7) 7] 7 Z)
[ 440 Wd 7] /)
S
DB
V4 CreScy
2 2 i 2
o L +
- iy L5 i g2 iz ls
y L 4 8 Vi [ 1 S .
= b 4 I
f\.
=

23788




179

Molto vivace. (d=120)

S Molto vivace. (J: 120)
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re- lief! (_Whilst the children dance in a joyons
cirele round the group,the curtain falls.)
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